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ASHINGTON Foreign policy is rife with the
element of Greek tragedy—the character flaw

and the inexorable tug of events toward an unhappy
conclusion despite .the best efforts of the pri
to work out a .satisfactory derdyefment. .

4 25
Unioh and the United States. Both
swear, loudly and. often, that they
want nothing in  this- world ~ but
justice and peace.’ Concretely, for
vears, they have begh edging cau-
tiously toward 8 rapprochement—-
a burying of the hatchet in the hope
at last of getting along in genulne
peaceful coexistence,.

~Time -after time, each acts or
refrains from acting in a manner
which glves substdnce to its asserted
altruism. The dgJicate diplomatic
dance which avepfed World War
in the 1962 Cuha. missile crisis Is.
example. There have been other gases in'y
confrontations nave been avoided—by

by the Russiag§ On a number 0 ca,sions ih South-
: east-Asla, - = ' \

.~ Along the,ﬁne in‘t
' learmed the folly of try
"took its lcking in the” ngarfan revolt, If impliec
“or let the Hungarfans infer, thaf it would come to

‘"'Cold War, both sifes ha

s

‘Consider the, current postures’of _iboth the 1ov.et‘

States in-the matter of United Nations dues, and

to bluff, ' The Unitga States
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the aid of;hhg e unﬁappy pedple if they tried to throw
off the Comfiunist yoke. When they did, we had to
stand by inmagonizing helplessness hbecause to inter-
vene probaBly would have touched off Wotld War III.
In the Kremlin, they had to edt crow when the late
President. Kennedy called their bluff on the Cuban
missiles. Again, restraint prevented World War IIT.
Now, however, we are confronted by paradoxical
behavior by both the United Stafes and Russia. ‘At
a time when both are loudly professing to seek a

. rapprochement, each Is simultanequsly guilty of pro-
vocative mischief in the background..

In Moscow the other day, c.nelebrating the 48th
anniversary of their revolution, the Russlans trotted
out nucleaf devices they said could be put into orbit
to be fired on an earth target at will. It i§ mystifying

- that they not only did that much but also bragged.

about it at length in a commentary by Tass, the
government news agency.

It has been only a few shott months since the
world hailed the U. S8.-Soviet agreement to ban such
gadgets in ggace. A convenlent explanation would be
that the S&viet’s heavy-handed threat was directed

~.at Red China, but the United States certainly is
 Jjustified gn putting uneasy questions to Moscow'

“about 1t§‘iprecise Intentions.
. other hand, America's Gentral Jntellls,
geney, has just caused fa be published ““The
Penkows. ““Papers " These are the metoirs, certified
'herg ES geniine, of Oleg Penkowsky, & Soviet colonel
of mtelhgence who was tried, conyjc’gega‘ug exeruted

' .18t year.as & spy for the United States and Britain.

" Granted, foreign policy is a neyer-never land.

% But this is a lot to take. It is rather like shaking
. hands with your neighbor on his front lawn while

your kids run around back and thrcrw rocks through
hig kitchen window
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